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Hyderabad’s air better than other metros
Better mechanism to monitor air quality, regular inspections and introduction of online monitoring systems
results in a positive outcome.
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Hyderabad

The city’s poor air quality in the past can be attributed to construction dust, vehicular and industrial
pollution.
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Hyderabad: Gone are the days when Hyderabad gasped for fresh air, with the State capital literally turning
into a dust bowl. Citizens breathing smoke and particulate matter from rampant construction activities were
nothing new.

But, the air quality is steadily improving of late, according to the latest Air Quality Index (AQI) data of
Telangana State Pollution Control Board (TSPCB). Apart from the air quality that usually dips in winter,
Hyderabad is on a much better level compared to other metropolitan cities. It is way ahead of Delhi, Mumbai
and Bengaluru in providing some respite to its citizens from air pollutants.

HyderabadThe air quality can be attributed to localised factors such as construction dust and, vehicular and
industrial pollution. With construction activities reduced in the core of the city, there are not too many
pollutants.

TSPCB’s efforts to shift industrial units from the city to the outskirts are also likely to improve the air
quality. Most areas, which used to have poor ambient air quality levels, are gradually showing improvement
in the last two years.

The air quality in Hyderabad has improved in the last nine months, according to the latest Air Quality Index
(AQI) data of Telangana State Pollution Control Board (TSPCB).

HyderabadA combination of factors, including a better mechanism to monitor air quality, regular inspections
and introduction of online monitoring systems to keep a tab on industries, appears to have brought a positive
outcome in Hyderabad, top TSPCB officials said.

The Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations of TSPCB have indicated that the graph of AQI
has come down since this January. The AQI in most parts of Hyderabad is below 100, indicating that the air
quality of those regions is satisfactory.

According to TSPCB data, back in January, the AQI levels at Sanathnagar were 229, which falls under the
category of poor ambient air quality. By September, however, the AQI at this key industrial hub came down
drastically to 60 which is the green zone of ‘satisfactory’ air quality.

At Nehru Zoological Park, in January, the AQI was 217 and it steadily dropped to 94 by September.
Pollution monitoring stations of PCB also reveal that air quality has improved from ‘moderate’ to
‘satisfactory’ in Bollaram, Rajendranagar, the University of Hyderabad and Nacharam areas.

The key areas of traffic snarls such as Abids, Kukatpally and Madhapur too witnessed improvement in air
quality. “Air pollution has dropped considerably during monsoons as pollutants got washed out, especially
the particulate matter.

However, we are expecting a jump between November and January,” says TSPCB, Member Secretary, P
Satyanarayana Reddy.

HyderabadOn the other hand, parameters monitored for the ambient air quality in Hyderabad has also shown
a steady drop. The Particulate Matter (PM10) data over the last nine months shows it slipping from 182 to 75
at the zoo park, 141 to 73 at the UoH, 159 to 92 at Uppal, 121 to 80 at Madhapur and 160 to 100 at
Kukatpally.



The PM2.5 during January and September also dropped. It came down from 99 to 35 at Sanathnagar, 96 to
51 at the zoo park, 66 to 51 at Charminar and 70 to 29 at the UoH.



